
Authorised Absences 
 Only keep your child off school if they are 

genuinely too ill to attend or if they have a 

medical appointment which cannot be 

attended out of school hours. 

Unauthorised Absences 
You should not keep your child from school or 

allow them to stay at home for the following 

reasons: 

 To go shopping 

 To visit relatives 

 For birthdays 

 Because they got up late 

 Because they don`t want to go 

It’s better to get to school late than not at all!  

Everyone runs late at times! 

 

Holidays in Term Time 
Holidays during term time cannot be authorised. 

You do not have an automatic right to withdraw 

your child from school for holidays. 

ONLY the Head Teacher can authorise holidays 

in term times and ONLY IN EXCEPTIONAL  

CIRCUMSTANCES.   

Parents can be taken to court for breaking this 

law. (Section 444(1) of the  Education Act 1996)  

 

Please complete  an absence form if your child 

will be missing during school time. They can be  

collected from Mrs Bell in the school office 

 

 

 

What are the rules about  

attendance? 

Parents have to make sure their children  

receive full time education and that they 

attend regularly and stay in school. (Section 7 

of the Education Act). 

The Education Act states that: 

“Parents should ensure that their children 

arrive at school on time, properly dressed and 

in a condition to learn.” 

 

SO LETS WORK TOGETHER 

If you are experiencing any difficulties in 

ensuring that your child attends school, 

regularly and on time, please let us know so 

that we can help.  

We want to work with you to achieve the best 

for your child. 

You can always talk to your child`s class 

teacher. 

Alternatively please make an appointment to 

see Mrs Nicholson—Headteacher 

 

School Attendance Really Matters! 

 



Celebrating  
Good Attendance at Holm Cultram  

Abbey C of E School 
 

 

Every School Day Counts! 

Days off school add up to  

lost learning! 

We monitor children’s attendance on an 

ongoing basis. 

Letters are sent out to parents if their child’s 

attendance falls below 95% in a half term 

period. 

Attendance below 90% is classed as 

Persistent Absenteeism and will be followed 

up by the Local Authority Inclusion Officer for 

Attendance.  

Children with 100% attendance each 

term will be rewarded with a certificate 

and small prize. 

 

The School council have put a new 

incentive in place to reward 100% 

attendance this year 

 

Each half term a raffle ticket will given to 

all those who achieve 100% attendance. 

 

At the end of the Summer Term the raffle 

will be draw and the child chosen will 

win an ipad! 

Our School target for 

attendance is..... 

97% 
Please help us to 

achieve this by ensuring 

that your child attends 

school every day. 


